
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

NOTICE TO THE BAR AND PUBLIC 
CONCERNING 2026 LOCAL RULE REVISIONS 

The bar and public are advised that, pursuant to the Court’s annual rule making cycle, the 
following Local Rules for the U. S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey have been 
revised. The changes are effective August 1, 2026. 

 D.N.J. LBR 2016-5. Compensation of Debtor’s Attorney in a Chapter 13 Case

 D.N.J. LBR 3011-1. Unclaimed Funds in Cases Under Chapter 7, Subchapter V
of Chapter 11, Chapter 12, or Chapter 13

The Local Rules of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey, when 
published, supersede all previously entered general orders concerning Court policy governed by 
local rule. 

The above-referenced Local Rules are attached for ease of reference.  The complete Local 
Rules package will be posted on the Court’s website, www.njb.uscourts.gov. 

Dated: August 18, 2026 Jeanne A. Naughton, Clerk 

https://www.njb.uscourts.gov/


D.N.J. LBR 2016-5. Compensation of Debtor’s Attorney in a Chapter 13 Case

(a) Disclosure of compensation. The attorney must file with the petition Local Form Disclosure
of Chapter 13 Debtor’s Attorney Compensation. The attorney must select a compensation
method as set forth in subdivisions (b) or (c).

(b) Standard fee. An attorney who charges a fee of $6,000 or less is not required to file an
application for compensation. The standard fee includes all services and reimbursable necessary
expenses required to confirm a plan, including administrative services required subsequent to
confirmation. The attorney may file an application for compensation and reimbursement of
necessary expenses under Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1 for the following services which are
excluded from the standard fee:

(1) representation of the debtor in an adversary proceeding;

(2) representation of the debtor in loss mitigation/loan modification efforts;

(3) representation of the debtor in postconfirmation filings and matters brought before the
court.

(c) Hourly billing. An attorney who elects hourly billing must file and serve on the debtor and
the Chapter 13 trustee an application for compensation and reimbursement of necessary
expenses under Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1 not later than 7 days after the date of the order
confirming the Chapter 13 plan.

(d) Application for additional preconfirmation fees and expenses. An attorney who elected a
standard fee under subdivision (b) may seek additional compensation and reimbursement of
necessary expenses by filing an application under Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1 on notice to the
debtor and Chapter 13 trustee. The applicant must demonstrate that the additional services were
unforeseeable at the time of the filing of the disclosure required under subdivision (a).

(e) Chapter 13 Debtor’s Attorney Fee Application Cover Sheet.  An attorney seeking
compensation and reimbursement of necessary expenses in any amount must file with the
application Local Form Chapter 13 Debtor’s Attorney Fee Application Cover Sheet and comply
with Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1.  A request for compensation totaling under $1,000 does not
require completion of Sections I – III of the Chapter 13 Debtor’s Attorney Fee Application
Cover Sheet.

(f) Service.  The attorney must serve the application and cover sheet on the debtor and Chapter
13 trustee.

2026 Comment 

This Rule is amended at subsection (a) to increase the standard fee for a Chapter 13 debtor’s 
attorney from $4,750 to $6,000 for cases filed on or after the effective date of this Rule, August 
1, 2026. Subsequent increases to the standard fee are subject to adjustment of dollar amounts 
governed by 11 USC Section 104.      



2025 Comment 

The amendments to this Rule are stylistic. 

2019 Comment 

This Rule is amended to require the use of a fee application cover sheet any time the debtor’s 
attorney files a fee application, not just for fee applications of $10,000 or more.  

The fee application cover sheet has been modified to reflect any differential in distribution 
caused by the fee. 

2018 Comment 

This Rule is amended to increase the standard fee. For cases filed or converted to Chapter 13 on 
or after the effective date of this Rule, the court will no longer accept Local Forms, Certification 
of Debtor’s Counsel Supporting Supplemental Chapter 13 Fee and Order Granting 
Supplemental Chapter 13 Fees. In those cases, all fees requested under this Rule must be filed in 
compliance with Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1. 

Examples of administrative services under subdivision (b) include preparation and filing of a 
Certification in Support of Discharge, preparation and filing of a Certification About a Financial 
Management Course, and providing documentation requested by the Chapter 13 trustee. 

Subdivision (c) does not preclude an attorney who elects hourly billing from submitting fee 
applications after the initial fee request. 

2015 Comment [Abrogated] 

This Rule was formerly Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1(j). 

Taking the steps necessary to discharge liens modified under the plan under subdivision 
(a)(1)(G) includes the filing of Local Forms Application to Cancel and Discharge Mortgage/Lien 
and Chapter 13 Order Authorizing Cancellation, Voiding and/or Discharge of Record of 
Mortgage/Lien. 

The calculation of the fee amounts in this Rule is exclusive of the filing fee and expenses. 



D.N.J. LBR 3011-1. Unclaimed Funds in Cases Under Chapter 7, Subchapter V of Chapter 11,
Chapter 12, or Chapter 13

(a) Deposit. A trustee must file Local Form Notice Depositing Unclaimed Funds Pursuant to
D.N.J. LBR 3011-1 to deposit unclaimed funds into the court’s registry without court order.

(b) Payment of unclaimed funds.

(1) All claimants must use Local Form Application for Payment of Unclaimed Funds.

(2) A claimant must be:

(A) the Owner of Record (original payee) or its legal successor; or

(B) the Owner of Record’s assignee or its legal successor.

(3) The application must include the supporting documentation identified in the Instructions
for Filing an Application for Payment of Unclaimed Funds. The court may, in its
discretion, request supplemental documentation or additional information from a claimant
and conduct a hearing to verify entitlement to the funds.

(4) The application must be served on the United States Attorney for the District of New
Jersey and Local Form Certification of Service must be filed.

(5) The application must include Local Form Order Granting Application for Payment of
Unclaimed Funds.

(6) The application must include Request for Payee Information and TIN Certification (AO
213P) or other acceptable documents as indicated in the Instructions for Filing
Application for Payment of Unclaimed Funds.

(c) Objection. An objection to the application must be filed and served within 21 days after
filing the application.

(d) Hearing. The court may, in its discretion, schedule a hearing and require appearances.
Parties will be notified via a notice of hearing, which will indicate whether appearances are
required virtually (via Zoom), telephonically, or in person.

2026 Comment 

This Rule is amended to add subdivision (d) to clarify that the court may schedule a hearing 
within its discretion whether or not an objection has been filed. 



2025 Comment 

This Rule is amended to require the submission of Request for Payee Information and TIN 
Certification (AO 213P). 

2024 Comment 

This Rule is amended to assist the court in preventing fraud.  The Rule now expressly permits the 
court to request additional information from a claimant and to require appearances at a hearing 
on any application.     

2020 Comment 

The title of this Rule is amended to include Subchapter V of Chapter 11 due to the enactment of 
the Small Business Reorganization Act of 2019. 

This Rule is amended to conform with the adoption of Director’s Form 1340 (to be effective 
December 1, 2019) by the Judicial Conference of the United States. 

If an objection is timely filed in accordance with subdivision (c) the court will schedule a 
hearing. 

In a closed case, no motion to reopen is required and no reopening fee will be charged. 

2015 Comment 

Section 2041 of title 28 governs deposit of funds in pending or adjudicated cases, and section 
2042 governs withdrawal of funds deposited in court. 

This Rule applies only to unclaimed distributions deposited into court by a trustee under § 347(a) 
of the Code. All other funds deposited into court are governed by Local Bankruptcy Rule 7067-1. 
In a closed case, the chief bankruptcy judge will hear the motion for withdrawal. 
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